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Welcome to the course. The course aims to provide students ability to determine prospective development areas, future trends and alternative policy options by educating them over current economic  issues in  Turkey and the world. Selected economic issues are investigated and discussed using economic theory. By applying economic principles (microeconomics and macroeconomics) to selected topics, students will develop a economic issue and/or policy to understand the economics behind the issue/case or policy and learn to evaluate. 

By the end of the course student list the issues related to field on special topics in economics, reviews the literature with the chosen topic, formulates the problem statement, plans the research proposal, arranges the tables and graphs for research , evaluates them and discuss recommendations. 
Recommended readings:
Additional reading material will be provided by the lecturer.

Developing Graduate Attributes
Students will be encouraged to develop the following graduate attributes by undertaking the course activities and mastering the course contents. These attributes will be assessed within the assessment tasks:
· skills involved in scholarly enquiry;
· an in-depth engagement with the relevant     disciplinary knowledge; 
· the capacity for analytical and critical thinking;
· the ability to engage in independent and reflective learning. 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. Plagiarism is a type of intellectual theft. It can take many forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement. Although plagiarism is well established in Turkish educational system, you will be punished heavily if you are caught do it. 
Assessment Criteria:
For the midterm exam, you will be responsible for all class material covered until the midterm exam. The final exam is cumulative and will focus on all units and topics studied throughout the course, but emphasis of the final exam will be the part after midterm. Final exams are planned to be done face to face at the beginning of spring semester. If the finals are done face to face at the beginning of spring semester, the percentage of the final exams in the overall grade will be 50%. The percentage of the midterm in overall grade is %20. Attendance and quizzes are %10 and %20 respectively. Your weighted average of midterm and final exam should be at least 50 out of 100 in order to qualify to pass.

If pandemic conditions worsen, new decision (online) can be taken by the Rectorate regarding how the final exams will be done. If online exam decision is taken, students are going to be informed about it. In case of online final exams, the percentage of midterm will be %30, the percentage of attendance and quizzes %10 and %20 respectively. Final exams in overall grade will be %40. Your weighted average of midterm and final exam should be at least 50 out of 100 in order to qualify to pass.

Course Schedule

WEEK 1 Basic concepts, scientific research process, methodologies
WEEK 2 Economic crises
WEEK 3 Growth, development, middle-income trap
WEEK 4  Unemployment
WEEK 5 Sustainable economic growth
WEEK 6 Environmental pollution
WEEK 7 Global warming, Ecological Footprint
WEEK 8 Midterm Exam
WEEK 9 Monopoly power, asymmetric price transmission 
WEEK 10  Oil market, renewable energy 
WEEK 11 Presentations
WEEK 12 Presentations
WEEK 13 Presentations
WEEK 14 Presentations, Review
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