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There are three parts in the test.

Total Points: 50
                                Total Duration: 75 minutes

PART 1: USE OF ENGLISH                                                                                                  (20 points)
Section A: (Questions 1-10)                                                                                                  (10 points)

Read the text below and decide which answer (a, b, c or d) best fits each gap.
Shopping Malls
Victor Gruen, an American architect, revolutionized shopping in the 1950s by creating the type of shopping center that we now call a shopping mall. 

Gruen’s 1. ____ was to provide a pleasant, quiet and spacious shopping environment with large car parks, which usually meant building in the suburbs. He also wanted people to be able to shop in all kinds of weather. He 2. ____ on using building designs that he knew people would feel 3. ____ with, but placed them in landscaped ‘streets’ that were entirely enclosed and often covered with a curved glass roof. This was done to 4. ____ some of the older shopping arcades of city centers, but while these housed only small specialty shops, Gruen’s shopping malls were on a much grander scale.

Access to the whole shopping mall was gained by using the main doors, which 5. ____ the shopping ‘streets’ from the parking 6. ____ outside. As there was no need to 7. ____ out bad weather, shops no longer needed windows and doors, and people could wander 8. ____ from shop to shop. In many cities, shopping malls now 9. ____ much more than just shops; cinemas, restaurants and other forms of entertainment are also 10. ____ in popularity. 

	1.
	a.  direction
	b.  aim
	c.  search
	d.  view

	2.
	a. insisted
	b.  demanded
	c. requested
	d.  emphasized

	3.
	a.  favorable
	b. agreeable 
	c. comfortable
	d.  enviable

	4.
	a.  model
	b. imitate
	c. repeat

	d.  shadow


	5.
	a.  disconnected

	b.  withdrew
	c.  separated
	d.  parted

	6.
	a. strips
	b.  lines
	c.  areas
	d.  plots


	7.
	a.  hold
	b.  get
	c. stay
	d. keep

	8.
	a.  freely
	b.  loosely
	c.  simply
	d.  entirely

	9.
	a.  contain
	b.  concern
	c.  consist
	d.  compose

	10.
	a.  becoming
	b.  growing
	c.  raising
	d.  advancing


Section B: (Questions 11-20)                                                                                                (10 points)

Everyone is an Artist
Every year, the village of Pettineo celebrates its unique arts festival. For a few days each summer, artists from all over Europe 11. ____ at this village near the north coast of Sicily to 12. ____ the creative atmosphere. During their stay, the artists get together with the local people to paint a one-kilometer long picture that runs the length of the high street. 13. ____ the painting is done, each visiting artist joins a local family for a big lunch and, 14. ____ the meal, the family receives the section of the painting that the artist has painted. As a result, 15. ____ few villagers are rich, almost every home has at least one painting by a well-known European artist. Visitors to the village are eagerly            16. ____ into homes to see these paintings. 
The festival was the idea of Antonio Presti, a local businessman who 17. ____ it up several years ago. Since then, Pettineo has 18. ____ a sort of domestic art museum in 19. ____ any visitor can ring a doorbell, go into a house and admire a painting. 20. ____ this exhibition of paintings in people’s homes, for those who have time to spare, there is an opportunity to wander through the display of huge sculptures in the village square. 
	11.
	a.  group
	b.  crowd
	c. gather
	d. combine

	12.
	a. amuse
	b.  enjoy
	c. entertain
	d.  delight

	13.
	a.  Just
	b. Once
	c. Soon
	d.  Only

	14.
	a.  along with
	b. in place of
	c. in common with

	d. in exchange for


	15.
	a.  though


	b.  despite
	c.  since
	d.  even

	16.
	a. persuaded
	b.  invited
	c.  requested
	d.  attracted


	17.
	a.  set
	b. put
	c. got
	d. had

	18.
	a.  advanced
	b.  become
	c.  grown
	d.  increased

	19.
	a.  what
	b.  where
	c. whom
	d.  which

	20.
	a. Provided that 
	b.  In spite of
	c.  In addition to
	d.  Due to


PART 2: LISTENING                                                                                                              (15 points)
Section A: (Questions 21-28)                                                                                                  (8 points)

21. You will hear two people talking about living in the city. What does the woman say about the part of the city she lives in?

a. There’s too much traffic congestion.
b. The public transport could be better.

c. There are not enough parking spaces. 
22. You will hear two friends talking about money. What have the two speakers got in common?
a. They are saving up for something.

b. They make a living in the same way.

c. They regularly donate to charity.

23. You will hear a successful actor talking to an interviewer on a radio program. What regret does the actor have?
a. that he didn’t get married when he was younger

b. that he only became an actor later in life

c. that he had initially refused to work abroad

24. You will hear a woman talking about her friend, Max. When does Max sometimes annoy the woman?
a. when he’s unreliable

b. when he’s unsympathetic

c. when he’s unrealistic

25. You will hear a woman leaving a telephone message. What does the woman say about her father’s illness?
a. The doctors are not sure what is wrong with him.

b. She is uncertain when he will leave the hospital.

c. She thinks his illness started last week.
26. You will hear a woman phoning her friend about their planned meeting. Why is the woman phoning her friend?
a. to arrange another date for their meeting

b. to explain why she might not go shopping

c. to add more details to their plan for Saturday
27. You will hear part of a program about people and their hobbies. Why did the man give up his painting class?
a. He was impatient.

b. He was irresponsible.

c. He was inexperienced.

28. You will hear a man and a woman talking about a room in the man’s house. What job did the man hire somebody else to do? 

a. building the furniture

b. painting the room

c. making the window
Section B: (Questions 29-35)                                                                                                  (7 points)

29. What has Stella recently written?
a. a review

b. an article

c. a book

30. What surprised Stella most during her research?
a. People have less free time now than before.
b. Technology helps people to slow down.
c. People seem to enjoy being very busy.
31. Why does Stella mention Einstein?
a. to highlight a disadvantage
b. to support her argument
c. to explain people’s ideas
32. Which positive examples of speed does Ben give?
a. different means of transport
b. different types of sport
c. different ways of communicating
33. Stella thinks people can improve their lives by ___.
a. taking up a new hobby
b. becoming more optimistic
c. enjoying the present
34. What effect have Ben’s new eating habits had?
a. He feels satisfied quickly.

b. He finds he requires less food.

c. He appreciates a wider range of tastes. 

35. What conclusions has Stella reached regarding sleep?
a. Too much is not good for you.

b. Most people do not get enough.

c. It is not recommended during the day. 
PART 3: READING                                                                                                                 (15 points)
Section A: (Questions 36-43)                                                                                                  (8 points)
Text 1

Film Critic

Mark Adams looks back over the last ten years of his work as a film critic for a newspaper called The Front Page.

(1) Writing articles about films for The Front Page was my first proper job. Before then I had done bits of reviewing – novels for other newspapers, films for a magazine and anything I was asked to do for the radio. That was how I met Tom Seaton, the first arts editor of The Front Page, who had also written for radio and television. He hired me, but Tom was not primarily a journalist, or he would certainly have been more careful in choosing his staff.

(2) At first, his idea was that a team of critics should take care of the art forms that didn’t require specialized knowledge: books, TV, theatre, film and radio. There would be a weekly lunch at which we would make our choices from the artistic material that Tom had decided we should cover, though there would also be guests to make the atmosphere sociable.

(3) It all felt like a bit of a dream at that time: a new newspaper, and I was one of the team. It seemed so unlikely that a paper could be introduced into a crowded market. It seemed just as likely that a millionaire wanted to help me personally, and was pretending to employ me. Such was my lack of self-confidence. In fact, the first time I saw someone reading the newspaper on the London Underground, then turning to a page on which one of my reviews appeared, I didn’t know where to look.

(4) Tom’s original scheme for a team of critics for the arts never took off. It was a good idea, but we didn’t get together as planned and so everything was done by phone. It turned out, too, that the general public out there preferred to associate a reviewer with a single subject area, and so I chose film. Without Tom’s initial push, though, we would hardly have come up with the present arrangement, by which I write an extended weekly piece, usually on one film.

(5) The luxury of this way of working suits me well. I wouldn’t have been interested in the more standard film critic’s role, which involves considering every film that comes out. That’s a routine that would make me stale in no time at all. I would soon be sinking into my seat on a Monday morning with the sigh, ‘What insulting rubbish must I sit through now?’ – a style of sigh that can often be heard in screening rooms around the world.

(6) The space I am given allows me to broaden my argument – or forces me, in an uninteresting week, to make something out of nothing. But what is my role in the public arena? I assume that people choose what films to go to on the basis of the stars, the publicity or the director. There is also such a thing as loyalty to ‘type’ or its opposite. It can only rarely happen that someone who hates westerners buys a ticket for one after reading a review, or a love story addict avoids a romantic film because of what the papers say.

(7) So if a film review isn’t really a consumer guide, what is it? I certainly don’t feel I have a responsibility to be ‘right’ about a movie. Nor do I think there should be a certain number of ‘great’ and ‘bad’ films each year. All I have to do is put forward an argument. I’m not a judge, and nor would I want to be.


36. What do we learn about Tom Seaton in the first paragraph?

a. He encouraged Mark to become a writer.
b. He has worked in various areas of the media.
c. He met Mark when working for television.
d. He prefers to employ people that he knows.

37. The weekly lunches were planned in order to ____.
a. help the writers get to know each other
b. provide an informal information session

c. distribute the work that had to be done

d. entertain important visitors from the arts
38. When Mark first started working for The Front Page, he ____.

a. doubted the paper would succeed
b. was embarrassed at being recognized
c. felt it needed some improvement
d. was surprised to be earning so much

39. What does Mark mean when he says that Tom’s scheme ‘never took off’ (paragraph 4)?

a. It was unpopular.
b. It wasted too much time.
c. It wasn’t planned properly.
d. It wasn’t put into practice.
40. In the end, the organization of the team was influenced by ___.
a. readers’ opinions
b. the availability of writers
c. pressure of time
d. the popularity of subjects
41. Why does Mark refer to his way of working as a ‘luxury’ (paragraph 5)?

a. He can please more readers.
b. He is able to make choices.
c. His working hours are flexible.
d. He is able to see a lot of films.

42. In Mark’s opinion, his articles ___.
a. are seldom read by filmgoers
b. are ignored by stars and film directors
c. have little effect on public viewing habits
d. are more persuasive than people realize
43. Which of the following best describes what Mark says about his work?

a. His success varies from year to year.
b. He prefers to write about films he likes.
c. He can freely express his opinion.
d. He writes according to accepted rules.

Section B: (Questions 44-50)                                                                                                  (7 points)
Text 2

(1) When I first retired, I thought I’d love spending more time on the gardening, needlework, and other creative activities I’d found so relaxing after my demanding job. But it didn’t turn out that way. I found that I didn’t want or need, that kind of relaxation anymore, I wanted to stimulate my mind instead. Also, they’re all solitary activities and I missed the company and interests of my old work companions. 
(2) So, with a couple of friends, I went along to an art appreciation evening class at our local regional college. It was wonderful, but only lasted a year. At the end, I asked my tutor, ‘What next?’ He suggested I attend his history of art access course. ‘Whatever’s that?’ I asked. The college had an open evening coming up, so I went along to find out. 

(3) A full-time access course takes one year and gives you access to university if, like me, you left school without any qualifications, and it’s free if you do it full-time. I only wanted to do the art history bit, but even so, with my pensioner’s discount, it would cost a mere £30 per term. 
(4) Lyn, who organizes the courses for the college, was enthusiastic. ‘Why don’t you do the whole course? You could start in the spring term with art history, do another module in the summer; then go full-time in the autumn and do all the subjects.’ It sounded wonderful, but wasn’t I a bit old, at 63, to start being a student? A definite ‘no’. One of the students that year was 82. That clinched it. It must be worth having a go.

(5) The art history part of the course, which I’ve just completed, was stimulating and involved a trip to the Louvre museum in Paris-which was wonderful. The tutors are enthusiasts and infect us all with their enjoyment of the subjects they teach. ‘Lively’ would be the word to describe the classes. My fellow students, who are also doing subjects like psychology, maths, biology, etc. are good company. They’re mainly people in their thirties with children, taking a second bite at the educational cherry. There’s a crèche to help those with toddlers and an excellent library. They’re kind enough to say they find the older students offer a lot in experience- they certainly give a lot to us in newer ways of looking at things. One, a nurse, is changing direction and has a place at Anglia University to do a degree course in art history. Another has been accepted to do English. 
(6) We have homework and have to do an essay each term for each subject, and sit exams. For art history, I opted to write about the Bauhaus- a college for all the arts set up in Germany in the early twentieth century. The last essay I’d written had been a lifetime ago-in 1955-so I was a bit apprehensive, but I managed fine. We also had to produce a journal about all the painters we’d learnt about-which was fun, but rather time-consuming. Occasionally, I envy the more typical mature students, who just do courses for pleasure and don’t have to do exams or essays as I do, but really I’m a very happy lady. There are drawbacks, however. The main one is you have to make a commitment. During term time, you can’t just drop everything and get out for the day if the sun shines-one of the supposed joys of retirement. 

(7) Will I go on to university if I’m successful? I’ll see how next year goes. Meanwhile, exercising my brain cells is working well for me. I feel alive. The garden’s getting a bit out of control, but that’s the least of my worries!


44. What did June discover when she first retired?
a. She had more free time than she expected.

b. She had not really been very happy in her job.

c. She needed activities she could do on her own.

d. She no longer found her old hobbies satisfying.

45. What first attracted June to the ‘access course’?

a. Some of her friends were doing it.
b. She knew somebody who taught on it.

c. She’d decided she wanted to study full-time.

d. Pensioners who did it were offered a discount. 

46. The word ‘clinched’ in paragraph 4 means ____.
a. made up my mind for me

b. put me under pressure to decide

c. made me reconsider my decision

d. left me unsure what to do next

47. What does June say about the teachers on the access course?

a. They are very patient with the more mature students.

b. They need to know a lot about a wide range of subjects.

c. They appear to be genuinely interested in what they teach.

d. They have problems dealing with such a variety of students.

48. When June had to write an essay, she ____.
a. wrote about a college she had once attended

b. rewrote one she had written years ago

c. wasn’t allowed to choose the subject

d. found it easier than she had expected

49. What disadvantage of the access course does June mention?

a. It tends to limit her freedom in some ways.

b. It attracts students who are not really committed. 

c. It involves keeping a journal which is rather boring.

d. It doesn’t give her the opportunity to take exams.

50. From the last paragraph, we understand that June is ____.

a. anxious about her garden

b. determined to take a degree

c. enjoying what she’s currently doing

d. unsure whether studying is really for her
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Read the text below and decide which answer (a, b, c or d) best fits each gap.








You will hear short recordings from different situations. For each question, choose the correct answer (a, b or c). You will hear each recording twice.








You will hear a woman, Stella, and a man, Ben, talking together on a radio program about the speed and stress of modern life. For each question, choose the correct answer. You will hear the interview twice. 








Answer the questions below based on Text 1. 





Answer the questions below based on Text 2. 
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