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Since the late 1950s the relations between Turkey and the European Union (EU) have 
been regarded as a question of foreign policy or as a matter of economic development. 
The o�cial application of Turkey in 1987 slightly changed this mainly technical and 
economic perspective. The Helsinki Summit in 1999 that the EU granted o�cial 
candidate status to Turkey made a radical change in this regard. The EU’s impact on 
Turkey’s politics gained a legitimate ground with the start of the accession negotiations 
in 2005. However, the relations made an unexpected turn due to mainly two reasons. 
First of all, international relations face a dramatic breakthrough as a result of the 
recovery of Russia and emerging China. Regional powers such as India also reassert 
themselves in di�erent parts of the world. We are no longer in a unipolar world of the 
immediate post-Cold War period. Secondly, Turkey-EU relations have been a�ected by 
the recent changes in the common neighborhood. The Arab Spring and the civil war 
in Syria brought a humanitarian crisis caused by the refugee problems as the central 
question. In light of the recent changes in global politics and the Middle Eastern crisis, 
this paper aims to make a current assessment of Turkey-EU relations. 
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