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It is now widely accepted that citizens’ beliefs, values, and 
attitudes about politics, in its broadest de�nition, is closely 
related to the political regime of a country. Actually, this 
idea is as old as Plato and Aristotle whom we could call “the 
earliest culturalists.”  What is more recent is the availability of 
good quality comparative data which enable analysts to put 
this assumption to test. This development of the more recent 
decades has caused a surge of interest in political culture and 
political behavior. From a political culture perspective, citizens’ 
mindset and values are at a least as important as the written laws 
of a country from a regime sustainability viewpoint.  The burning 
question of our times, then, is whether or not a democratic 
regime can be sustained in a polity without democrats. It will 
come to no one as a surprise that the culturalist answer to this 
question is: very di�cult if not impossible.
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