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SCHOOL OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
SPEAKING EXAM CRITERIA

HOLISTIC SPEAKING EXAM CRITERIA 
	18-20
	- Content completely meets the requirements of the question
- Content is completely relevant, very well-developed and justified
- Minor grammatical errors - Wide range of appropriate sentence structures

- Very effective use of target vocabulary – Wide range

- Fluent speech, no/few hesitations, no/minor pronunciation errors

	15-17
	- Content mostly meets the requirements of the question.
- Content is mostly relevant, well-developed and justified
- Few grammatical errors - Good range 

- Effective use of target vocabulary - Good range 

- Mostly fluent speech, occasional hesitations, few pronunciation errors

	12-14
	- Content adequately shows an attempt to fulfill the requirements of the question
- Content is sufficiently relevant and expanded  
- Some grammatical errors which do not obscure meaning - Adequate range 

- Adequate use of target vocabulary - Adequate range

- Somewhat fluent speech, some hesitations with some short pauses, some pronunciation errors

	9-11
	- Content shows limited attempt to fulfill the requirements of the task

- Content is somewhat relevant but there is inadequate support and development
- Some grammatical errors which sometimes obscure meaning –Limited range

- Inadequate use of target vocabulary – Limited range
- Slow speech, some hesitations with some short pauses, frequent pronunciation errors

	6-8
	- Content shows very limited attempt to fulfill the requirements of the task

- Content is somewhat relevant but poorly developed or supported
- Frequent grammatical errors which sometimes obscure meaning – Very limited range

- Lexical mistakes often obscure meaning– Very limited range
- Mostly slow speech, frequent hesitations with long pauses, frequent pronunciation errors


	3-5
	- Content shows almost no attempt to fulfill the requirements of the task

- Content is mostly irrelevant and very poorly developed or supported
- Frequent grammatical errors which often obscure meaning – Almost no range

- Lexical mistakes obscure meaning – Almost no range
- Very slow and disconnected speech, very frequent pauses and pronunciation errors

	0-2
	- No response or totally irrelevant
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